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Message from the Committee

Our sincere thanks to all Members for the support and good fellowship that we have enjoyed over the years with extra special words of gratitude to the School, Ms Rutherford, Miss Byard and Mrs Hart. We wish ECS, its staff and students, our Members and all former ECS students – Old Girls as we perhaps still prefer to call them – GOOD FORTUNE, GOOD HEALTH, GOOD ACHIEVEMENTS AND GOOD TIMES AS WE ALL GO ONWARD EVER!

Activities June – October 2009:

This was a busy time for the Committee involving meetings and communications with the Charity Commission, our banks, the School & The Friends of Enfield County. Results of this activity see below.

The most important activity, however, was the Grand Finale/Centenary Reunion on 12 Sept.  The hall of the M C Sharp building was packed to capacity.  The 240 present included many familiar faces, notably former ECSOGA Secretary Helen Dordewic and Mollie Gafney & Pam Newton all the way from Canada, plus a significant number attending their first, last and only ECSOGA event.  Better the 11th hour than never, ladies!  Vice Chairman Jean Potter, assisted by Janet Naylor wielding the gavel, kept matters moving briskly so that, despite the numbers, there was time for all the customary Reunion activities.  Unique features included Ms Rutherford and Miss Byard cutting a celebration cake, sale of the Centenary publication and souvenirs and the chance to obtain some memorabilia items.  There were two presentations: a photograph of ECSOGA’s second Centenary gift (details below) and a personal gift of a Spode plate to Ms Rutherford to mark the 30th anniversary of her arrival at ECS.  Hearty singing of Jerusalem and the National Anthem was followed by emotional farewells and vows to keep in-touch.  Despite a bitter-sweet feeling of finality the day was much enjoyed by all, in traditional ECSOGA style.

Congratulations Committee and thank you all participants for giving ECSOGA such a great send-off.

Summary Minutes of Extraordinary General Meeting – 12/9/09

Number of Members and Guests present: 24   Apologies received: 19

Minutes of AGM 14/3/09 taken as read; no matters arising.  Report from Chairman read by Vice Chairman.  Resolution to close down ECSOGA put to the meeting by Betty Archer: adopted by show of hands.  Resolution to mandate the Committee to carry out all necessary measures for closing down put to meeting by Mary Stevenson: duly adopted.  One item under AOB: statement from the Committee printed at the top of this News Sheet.  EGM closed at 3.50pm.

The Memorial Fund: Trustees’ Final Report 30/10/09

On 14 August 2009 the assets of the Memorial Fund, totalling £13,807.72, passed to The Friends of Enfield County (Reg. Charity No. 266993) at a meeting between the Chairmen and Treasurers of ECSOGA and The Friends.  An agreement document was signed and necessary papers sent to The Charity Commission.  An email dated 4 Sept 2009 confirmed that The Enfield County School Old Girls’ Association Fund – No. 312623 – had been removed from the Charity Commission Register.

Subsequently, ECSOGA made two donations to The Friends, to be credited to the Memorial Fund CAF Gold Account, as follows:  £532 (raffle 12/9/09) + £1,468.(residue of ECSOGA’s assets).

Centenary Appeal/Gifts to the School:  The Appeal raised £1,500.   Many thanks to all contributors. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.    ECSOGA contributed £197 of this total to enable the donation of three gifts: 1. Polished wood board of Heads’ names –  £320,  2. Wooden benches for garden in front of Broome building - £800,  3.Cheque to be spent at the discretion of Ms Rutherford on trees and plants - £380 Total: £1,500.

Treasurer’s Final Report 1/1/09 – 30/10/09:

Opening Balance @ 1.1.09


£6,806.00 (incl £768 HMP)

Income                                 £5,148.00

Expenditure                          £7,737.00           (£2,589.00)

                                                                         £4,217.00   Residual Funds

Allocation of Residual Funds:

Historical Material Project        £749.00

Additional donation to ECS  £2,000.00

Donation to Memorial Fund  £1,468.00         £4,217.00    £ NIL ECSOGA closed down  AWickert 30/10/09 
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USEFUL INFORMATION FOR THE FUTURE

Keeping in-touch with / continuing to support Enfield County School:

Those who live in the Enfield area will continue to read reports about ECS in the various local news-papers.  For those more far afield or those wishing to keep in more direct contact, we recommend periodic visits to the school website and particularly the links to The Friends of Enfield County.  

Website address:   http:// www.enfieldcs.enfield.sch.uk

Like all voluntary groups, The Friends will always be in need of support and practical help.  We hope that local former ECSOGA Members will attend Friends’ events from time to time and, possibly, event volunteer to assist the Friends’ Committee.  Involvement with The Friends may be a way of meeting up with ECSOGA chums, perhaps?

Donations or bequests to The Memorial Fund, now administered by The Friends, can be made to the Treasurer of The Friends.  Contact details can be found on The Friends page on the school website (see above) or from the school office: 020 8363 3030.  Your continuing interest will be greatly appreciated by The Friends, ECS, its staff and its students.

Keeping in-touch with each other:

For the past 12 months or so, ECSOGA has exhorted Members to swap addresses.  Also we have been looking for volunteers to be Cohort Key People.  The Committee believes that these messages have been received and acted upon.  It appears that most people who wish to keep meeting in groups of varying sizes have plans in hand to make sure that contact is maintained.  However, in case there are gaps or hitches in these arrangements, Membership Secretary Margaret Meldrum has offered to continue her mail-forwarding service until 31 December 2010.  If you wish to contact someone who was an ECSOGA Member, but do not have her address, write to her as follows:  

               c/o Mrs M Meldrum,  46 Heath Drive,  Ware,  Herts SG12 0RF

BE SURE TO PUT YOUR ADDRESS ON THE REVERSE OF THE ENVELOPE – your friend may have moved, making ECSOGA’s information out-of-date.

ECSOGA websites:

Our main website www.onwardever.org.uk will remain available until January 2011 carrying a farewell message, recent Newsletters and this News Sheet.  It also carries an extended version of the Centenary Publication.  All other ECSOGA websites have ceased to operate.  For queries not answered by information on the website contact Harriett Nailon 020 8543 6830 (after 8pm, please)

Historical Material Working Party / Memorabilia Collection:

As explained in recent Newsletters, this Working Party aims to continue compiling the Memorabilia Collection for as long as it takes.  The current hope is to have everything prepared and catalogued by early 2012.  There continues to be a need for informal photographs and other unusual memorabilia.  The Working Party will be happy to accept such items for the next 18 months i.e. up to 30 June 2011.  Please contact Harriett Nailon with offers of material: see contact details below.  We regret that we cannot guarantee to accept everything offered to us – but we will try our best.  When the Collection is complete, it is hoped to hold a display at the school, in association with The Friends of Enfield County, one Saturday in 2012.  Proceeds will go to the Memorial Fund.  Watch the school website for details – website address above.

General Queries:

The Committee hopes that this News Sheet, our website and recent Newsletters will answer all possible questions and cover any issues likely to arise from the closing-down of ECSOGA.  If this is not the case, please direct queries to Harriett Nailon, 56 Palmerston Road, London SW19 1PQ








Phone: 020 8543 6830 (after 8pm, please)

Some final thoughts – reflecting some aspects of ECSOGA, perhaps?

Life can only be understood backwards, but it must be lived forwards. Soren Kierkegaard, 

                                                                                                                        Danish philosopher(1813-1855)

The best mirror is an old friend.  George Herbert, English poet (1593-1633)

Time and trouble will tame an advanced young woman, but an advanced old woman is uncontrollable by any earthly force.  Dorothy L Sayers, English writer (1893-1957)

GOOD LUCK TO ALL OUR QUONDAM  MEMBERS      ULTIMUM VALETE

